Ce texte constitue ma réponse au débat suscité chez les“ écolomarxistes ”_

américains a la traduction en anglais de mon texte “ L’ecologie politique et

I’avenir du marxisme ”.

From Marx to Ecology and Return?
A Brief Reply

By Alain Lipietz

c%z:; a rare Jorivi/eje and’ a piece offun to see one s paper at the center of af‘orezjn debate. Jke
ﬁr&tcﬁ'f}qcuftieef stem ﬁom translation. Jhe work of {,ﬂ?ﬂz.refe}/ seemed to meyuite jootf, but of
course any translation is a trade- off between ﬁt[efz'ty to thesource and acceftaﬁifity in the target
fanjuaje. For instance, cffearn ﬁomsz;ve/ {ovef that j]aara([i m’ dis ‘tecknocratic,” an invitation
to bow, " when used in fnyﬂ&ﬁ In Frenchk, it is a ratFe;;]oreJotherouJ{}/ overused tool in Jmfz'tz'caf
science: a :}aaraﬂ m s J’th afamz'{}/ of connected ideas, unz:f‘z'ezf b:}/ somekernel. ﬁa.n'caf{}/, my
essay intended to outfine the similarities and cﬁﬁérencea between red anc[jreengernefa“, " and alsoto
raise some Yueeftl’c'ﬂef about the JacJJz’[r-ifl'tl'eJ of importing the red Kkernelinte the green Jaarar[i .
Indeed, in the French debates around the Jﬁi]%ﬁom red to green, ‘the” question for some Trench
j(ZZrm'Jtes is, ‘skould wekave to enter the green paradi m? eﬁo we enter the Z—i‘reen party with
oun?‘;z;rmistfuraﬁ m?”

%re we meet a more serious Jaro[fem.’ t/fezﬁ'fferencea in fhistorical culture and Jao[z’ticaf
experiment, whichdecontextualize the debate. dome of my readers c/ear{}/ know not/ﬁ'n{y about the
conditions of development of furojaean Green parties, nor about mywriting on this and related

Ju[ject&. That makes their criticisms Jometz’mefoz'nt/ea‘&.

Hn example is %u/ﬁurﬁett 's intervention, whichk could he summarizedas: (Iz']aiet.z doesn 't even
see the ([zﬁereﬂce between az;rxant[ Stalin. Ju&t the ofd Gold War clicks.” This is a goodoccasion to
Frief{y present the ‘context of my paper, as Mfter Gontreras 3/79:1&5](1’71:[{}/ and most u&efu/{}/
presents the CD.context in his essay.

The European context ofthe European “Red- to-Green Shift”

In Trance as in ﬁafj, and in aless clear way in the rest of continental western furg]oe, jlzjzrmi&m
dominated the feﬁﬁom 1946 to 1975. jreaf[}/ mean the It?ft balf 0f the Jaofufativn. %t on{}/ were
the Gommunist parties getting aboutone- quarter of the votes just dJl‘tET Woerld War IF-one cowld afso
witness demonstrations of kundreds 0f thousands ofJaevJafe unz_'fz'ez[ [y deep convictions Jarecz'wefy
expressed [1:}/ the famouJ Jetter to MJJemejer quoted in my  text, and  whick constitute
er’.n[eﬁnitz'on 0f y‘zjmxia"m. ggs, these Jyemffe tfvujlft that class Jtrujjfel;etween workers and
capital would Jead, tFroqu "cli'ctatorslfz']a of(}arofetariat” Gr, eufﬁemi;ﬁtz’ca[{}/, “Fejemony of the
Work‘z'nj cJass ) to Gommunism @r, to aveid a confuJi(vn with doviet Umion, tosocialism /.

For the same reason, in these countries,criticisms of Stalinism kave bheen at the Keart of most
j‘.z;rxz'st tﬂn[inj,not }For the Jast 30 years " as Flan &u@/ says, but all through the post-war period
and even b-efore.cgociaf ﬂemocrat&, Gouncilists, y;otak:ystef, extstentialists, Ghristian Gommunists,
j‘.z;oz'&t.s, Ftalian operaists, and many others mnever z'([entz:fz'ecf ﬂyr ifentz'f}/ tocfaj) mxism

1 More on this can e Jound in my translated book, Green Hopes fCamiric@e and Now @:rk‘: ﬂjo/zt}/ Press, Basif Blackwell, Iyyz;/). g
take tﬂsofﬁportunit{}/ to Jz('jma/ that some of‘my work exists in fnj/i&/f. In tFeJareJent re]o{}/ Jwill try te quote cn/y t/fz'Jert cf my work,

e{pecia/{yw/fen Joadable through my website /ftgp:/{perso.c/ulf— internebﬂf‘r//z(’;aietz.
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and dtalinism. * Dut that 50 ]earJJeiate ended in a conviction, common even to many 3§on/{}/th;:
that one cannot consider Otalinism as afure{y i//ejitimatesuthitution for xﬂzjzrmi&m. Thke worm is
not the ﬁuz’t, but the werm wasin the ﬁuz’b There was Stafinism in Lenin and Leninism in j‘ZZr,?c Tke
W/fo/e/:istor] of the Wedw‘ Iefi in continental z‘urtzpe consisted in an endless attempt to subtract
Stakinism ﬁom received mxism andadd in the missing efements: peasantry, Third Werld;
JoJ]c/foand/yJiJ,Jub:]'ectivity, urban social movements, ﬁmz’nz’&m, ecofoi}/. %KO/OJJ wmfmaz'n{}/
used in order to J’ust{f}/, ﬁ(vm C?F/Z;rx!r texts, this work of amendment. Jdon't Know most of the TLS.-
referenceJ 7uotecf /7:}/ the Jefent[ers of ‘eco- j‘z:ozrmio‘m, " but Jam sure it is Just the same kind of
(z'nt[eez[ usefuf) fiterature.Amendments themselves were more and more inventive, ﬁvm the
1960 sdebate on modes of production (t;%min, Dalibar, Dettelheim, %ffoia&, &y) tothe 1970- 1980 s
theoretical z[evefvjament& in the ”rejufatz'on tgaJoroac/Z 2 jut it was afways with theintention of
reformz'nj the good ofd trunk é:}/ adding (ﬂartz'cufatinj, " as we used to Ja]) new branches and
e/z'minatinjrotten ones: the ”reformz'st strategy " so well iffustrated b:}/ (Z;;m C Connor as regards
Joo/iticafecoijj — a Jtratej] that j/fave been fo/fow‘z’nj ﬁr aff m]z’nteffectuaf fz'fé, and that seems

to me now inJufﬁcz'ent, even t/fouj/; jam 7uz'te unable or too fa.zy to tr'}/ the Ereak‘tﬁﬂroujﬁy towards a
newparadigm.

Jwas born z'nteffectuaf{}/ as an ’%ftfuJJerian—ﬁZQthv Gramscist, " and aff my j‘Zerth writings
orfofitz'ca/ involvements are anti- Otafinist.” ﬁut ﬁom 1977 to 1985 these writings and
involvements appeared more andmore as a mix: an increaJinj{}/ greater use and development of
JZ;rxth toolsas an economist, but more and more questioning of the productivist hias iny‘z‘;rx s
world- vision. ﬁnaf{}/, Jentered Green politics in 1986. Jwas tl/reat[:}/convincetf that, as a j‘ZZﬂcz’Jt} f
kad a Jot to communicate to the Z_Z‘reemf about the una{}wiw of currentcafz'tafiwt societies, about the
Jtrujjfe ﬂr cultural lfejemon}/, about t”eque&tz’on of alliances, and so on. oZ;ut Jreafzﬁzetf that j
skould not cong’Jerecofol}/ as a new “rejz'ona/” ﬁeftfﬁr the y‘Zerth tool- box."* C%‘zfact, ecofoiy, fike

fémz’nz’&m some  years Eefore, Fad to trtm.sform thetool- box, up to the Kernel. Fnd that is what my
paper is about.

In the meantime, the prestige of ﬂz‘;mcz'sm kad been r[eJtroyec[ in aff furtz]oe (fa&t and’ mest).
c%‘zgermany, the new ﬂajw were green. :7‘2:71] mz;rxi&tw, but also anarchists, wereentering or creating
Green parties, with the same epistemological andpolitical questions as mine. 2712251: of us decided
that ?Z;reen skhould make affiance with the traditional fby%, tﬁoujiwe jeneraf{}/ t/fouj/ft them as
Jcant[afoues{}/ n'j/ft—winj oriented parties (feJJanJ Jess Stalinist or Docial eﬁemocrat, more and more
Césociaf—zi[eraﬂf). Dutat the same time, we insist on stressing the cfz’fﬁrence& between eco/oi}/ and its
allies, ant[ecofoi}/ s necessary Jaofz'tz'caf and inteflectual autonom]. That i&w/fy, while sometimes
accepting the denomination ‘eco- mzjmxi&t, " we do not make aﬂaj of it.

Qﬁ‘eé‘ent{}/, z%reen parties participate in ﬁve fur(g]oean governments in alfiance withdocialists. j;;
Trance, socialists got 22 percent 0f the vote in the fastelections; Greens 1o percent; Communists 7
percent; c?;otafk:y&t& 6fercent‘y/7e social basis of Frenchk green votes consists in two Joeaklf (more
than 20 Jaercent Of the vote&).‘ those inteflectualworkers who make Jarofesm’on of ‘care” for others
éeac/fer&, medical, cultural and social u«yn@er&), and theexcluded or jobless. q’%jet re/atz’ve{}/ ﬁw‘

zcs/r'easﬁy [acf{y misreads me when ke imffies Jomerefan/ to ‘decline to answer Yuestions about doviet ﬂnicn, " when Jtr'}/ toemf/az'n
wh‘y we can not substitute the [eautif‘u/ name ‘communism  to the uj{}/ name «Jthaz’naﬁi/itr}/. " gf‘tlre fwrofean Greens are not
mak‘inj ref‘erence te ‘communism, it is not Onl_y because of the Stalinist experiment ﬂz too- obvious argument, e{]oetia/{y ﬁr the
g‘reenw eﬁormer ‘socialist” ceuntrie&). ftrief to show that there were serious Jfimits in :7‘20117‘9(& Efugjarz'nt about the future of
fhumankind.

3 Jee for instance my book Mirages and Miracles. Fortune and Misfortunes of Global Fordism (London: Vorso, 1y87)A About my
trajectcr'}/ ﬁom c;%ft/fu.mer to the reju/utz'onuffroﬂc/f and to eco/ojy, see my website, item “(Gcnceftzf eﬂZ:t/foJem " various .f}tjfi.y[
translations.

4 ;is %fnn&tly kas noted, Fkere Ju&e “rejz'vnaf" in the sense o]“ u(,:art:icufar ﬁe/cf within historical materialism, and notas ‘about
rejionJ" in jecjrafﬁ:}/. @*t' my frofe&&icna/re&earcﬁe& in rejiona/ economics induced me into a more and more en/arjetfven&ioncf

historical materialism and /fe{faecf me to move Jac/itz'ca/{y ﬁom red togreen. See my website, item Fconomie re:yicna/e.y
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votes ﬁom manual workers (IIJaercent among industrial Work‘ers) but we get more votes than any
other feﬁfart}/ amongpeasants. The bosses, yuppies and retired persons on{}/ give us four percentof
their votes. e.’gut we Jafan to ‘invade this category in aﬁw year&). Tke three parties with the most
votes arerepresented in ‘Ijoneflt;gﬂ'n s government and the role of the Greenswas decisive in the
adoption 0f<1;7!{]az'n s first main reforms: the reduction of week-{}/ Jabor time to sshours, "the rule of
j]oarz'ty " in elections 615 many women as men), and the creation ofa new institutionbesides marriage
(t/;e m)ofen te feterosexual or homosexual pairs. Theten years 0f debate requz'rez[ to impose
these ref‘ormJ on Z?‘Z;mciast ’ affz'ez[]oartz'e& were clear conﬂrmatz’on that our ideas about Jprogress were
not emact{}/ theirs!

Wk aff this caveat, back to the critics.
Precisions anddevelopments

@fﬁurfett, I Fave féw words. %:eyaofemic is main{}/ with Denton. ﬂ}(}aoint is that j‘zﬁsajree
with %ﬂc& kernel about the Single structuring rofe offrot[uction relations in the zfeﬁnitz’on of ‘the
enemy, ’ of the feazfz’nj force in social c”anje, in tFecfeﬁnz'tion of the jcaf of our Jtrujjfe.s. ﬁurgett,
as others, may contestthat this is az;;rm& kernel. The idea that C?‘ijrac was blind about “whkat Fe
Fadcontributed to is accejataﬁfe in az:rxofojj. Dut not ?fwacon.sz'c[er the permanent and structuring
rofe of the ‘fetter to%jcﬁame}er " Kernel in mxlffﬂfoJofﬁica/ anzl'fo/iticaffu/;/ic messages. J
did not restrict m'}/efeff toDas Kapita]. g‘?uotecf emamjafe& ﬁom the ]844Manuscr1'pts to his Critique
cy"the Gotha Program . This is whkat jca/fjormfuctivi&m n y‘Zer W«:w‘, jferféct{}/ agree witﬁﬂﬁurk‘ett
that we ‘need to know caJaz’tafz'Jt productivism ‘slaws of motion. © Fnd t/foujlf Fam most dubious
that ”cafz'tufz'usm s exffoitative and’ u/ienatinj Jeve/ofment oﬁﬁe relations anJﬁrceJ offrm[uction
Jaarazfcmica/{}/ creates the Jaotentia/ﬁrmore Fuman{}/ fu[fi'[fz’n{y relations between Fhuman Eeinjef and
their naturalconditions” ﬁﬁe tz}/fz'caf tefeo/oryicaf Jarmfuctz’vi&m that constitutes the common Kernel
between JZZ)‘-?C anrfgta/in, and that is the tarjet of my Jaa{]yer./), j‘ajree that we ecofojistsﬁave to say
more about the Jtrujj/eJ towards a sustainable model of]ormfuction.7

This z'JJarob-a[{}/ the main t/finj that makes mestop and think about the very instructive 3/7811@9['}/
paper. tfear[y, tﬁefurofean greems warm{}/ support the Jtratejy of afliance [etween%cfer s Z%reeno‘
and worKers movements. %nc[contrar}/ to what 3”8&65'}1 thinks, ffr[o believe that the emancipation
of the w'orgz'nj class will be the act of tfew’orfin(y class z'to“e[f. ” ﬁut jfeny that this emancipation per
se would emancipate women as such, or create a sustainable model ofz[evefo]ament. @tlfer(]goint& in
CésﬁeaJ[] s ana{}wi& of tﬁetran&formation in  Jabor Jprocess Jau.,z.,z/e me. @ee my ’%J‘t~
FordistWerld... ”.) (Cfear{}/, once again the context matters: the evolution of Jabor and social
movements is not the samein furojae as in the ﬂﬁjﬁ furofe, alienation fies increa&inj{}/ in ‘whkat
we do,  and, fbr a growing &on—majon’ty) num[erof workers, less and Jess in Fow we do it~
Several Green meetings were Joﬁ:}/m’ca[{}/uttacget[ [y ﬂyi{y—in/feJ workers — communist activists
— intke nuclear inc[u&tr].

3/7@[156:}/ s positive vision Of ret[—jreenaffz'anceJ (w/fz'cF jﬁa&ica[{}/ Jfare) Jeads him to classical
excesses (t/:eﬁz'encl:f of my enemz’e&.‘.), as in his positive vision of the uz&g‘men ‘s unanimous
opposition to mz'/z'tary intervention in osoveo, whick Fez’zfentz_’f?e& as radical antz'»z'mj:erz’afz'sm. j];

furofe the debate is much morecomplex, and split not onf] the Green parties but many individuals,

5 On the tﬁﬂi’cu/t conversion ef traditional feﬁ»winj parties to tﬂaofjective, and the zzreen é_/ue:]arint ﬁr this ré:form, see my book La
Société en sablier (/ﬁzriey: Ia ﬁe’couverte, new e{[z'tz'onlij)A (7/;& 1996 edition was /arje{y used in the ocialists- Ereen.y nejotiation).
é :599 my translated  works on  present ctgu'tafi&t models cf Jarcc[uctz'cn&uc/f as: “The ﬁ&t—?@rﬁ&t MTIJI Iafcur
&/atz’on;,fnternutionul %:erarc/l}/ and” Global fc@/oj.}/, " Review ofInternational Political Economy , 4, 1, Spring, 1997.

7 For the past, seemy “Sustainable ﬂeve/ofment.‘ %:Jtory and’ (C‘Fa/fenjegf, " Politics- Poetics. Documenta X: The Book (@Jtﬁ/fern—
&n’ @ermany_/: (Cantz—%rfaj), On the future, see my report to@fCﬁ.‘ ”Mrfinj ﬁr E”V::rff fcofcjica/ cSustuina[z'/’it'}/,‘ Towards
a New Great Jransformation, " The Future of the Global Economy: Towards A Long Boom? (Paris:OFECD, 1999. Dotk texts are in
fnj/islf on my website.
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because {o&cvo OJJJJOJ‘Bl[ two jenuine green values: non-violence andanti-racism. For tenm years,
zurofean ;Ci‘reems fad caffe([for a civilian intervention in Ko&ovo and other azowfim regions ofeac—
Zujmffavia to stop ethnic cfeanm'nj. Tken, a]q/‘er Srebrenica, a majorit]vf eﬁutcﬁj Eerman or Trench
Z-Z‘reemf ca/fez[for a mz'fz'ttlr}/ rescue oJaeratz'on. y/fz'JJaon’tion was JufforteJ not on{}/ é:}/ the {o&ovar
Greens, but eventua[{}/ b &jvva (t/;e Balkan's E‘tmz[/ﬁ') and 6:}/ the derbian Green fartr}/ 6171([ also
some Oerbian feminieft&),}/w/:o, ﬁom under the bombs, sent us emtraor([z'nar] emails. Jhe fact that
thebombs faffﬁom 300([” or ‘bad’ kands is kere irrefevant. JtmaKes the TUD. Green's position
morecourageous and anti-nationalist, not neceJJarz'f}/ better. %ﬁr tFeh}lJaocriJ}/ of con([emnz'nj
:7‘2:”/06‘81/1’6 without raising a fitt/e ﬁnjer to stop fits ﬁ&t, this wasaﬁro[ute{}/ common among
zurofean reds.’

»Eutfet us go back to our way to the future. <5{]mce is /ack-z'nj kere toexpose to Jve[ {ovef what is
now‘azfaya blurred b:}/ the opposition “reform- revolution. Jthink that the Greens are more radical
than the (Communz'efuf, in that t/reformer want to c/;anje the very content offrofuction G_vroce.m"e.s
anc{]ormfuct&), on{}/ the skare ofjainJ and power. Dt tﬁey are ”reformz'at " in that tﬁey want to start
z'mmec[z'ate[}/ éven “Wz't/;z'ncafz'tafz'sm ') and’ do not think that the conguest of]ao/z'tz'ca{]acwer will
cﬁanje our zﬁ"fﬁcuftz’e& that much. (Cfear{}/, new ‘collective ﬂrma offrofert}l " will kave to bhe
invented or ([evechaer[. % ?France, the cocferatz'vemovement, the mutualists, the “third sector, ’
makdejao/z'ticuf reference to the greemf more ofi?en.y ﬁutﬁﬂw does not mean that the form of collective
property isessential.”" ince the end of the 19th century many of these ﬁrm.f r[evefojaez[ asreformieft,
within caJaz’tafz'Jt society, and some fbecame c/ear{}/ competitive and productivist. What makes
tﬁetﬁfférence is the spirit cf the feafer&/fz(']a and of the commumnities involvedin these experiments. s
j»e/{ove/fut& it correct{}/, the cooferativi&tf‘orm ofJarm[uctz'on makes them ﬁee oﬁFe comJau/Jz'on
ﬁr competitive accumulation. ﬁuttlfeir choices of]oroz[uctz'on come ﬁom their “overrz'([z'nj quantum
Offlll’t/l‘; tﬁeir{fairituaf energy. ” jecauwe L‘Fe}/ are Ghristian- communists? Ghristianism as the future
offcomaracz’sm ? Jwouldn 't go so far.

%ﬁw words about the other texts, whick kave an z'mffz'cit understanding of what an essay
coming ﬁom anot/ferfanjuaje and another continent could mean. :ﬁzmie/ Faber and z‘%ffz’&on
Grosmaniflustrate or develop my text in a better way than Jcould Fave done itmy&eff: JFOWZ'nj that
zﬁﬁerencesin culture and fhistorical experiment is not a real Jarolr-fem when refern’njto real
involvements. %nd' tfey correct{}/ spot one of the ﬁr&tz’nternationa[ meeting points of eco/‘vjthJ,
ﬁmini&t&, workers of allcontinents: facz’njt/tde Woorld Trade @ganz’zation. 3ure{y this is the best
ifustration of”traanormatz've Jaofitz'ca/ ecofoi}/. ” W‘:w‘ that the enthusiasm of vz'ctory @eatt[e} is
vani&/finj, it is clearthat contradictions between Jarotfuctivi&m ﬂeven Jprogressive and’ %mz’&t)

antfeco/oi}/ will arise about ‘“whkat new world economic order do wewant?

There are not on{y, as %/an &u[j/ z'mJofz'eJ, tﬁefroffem& Jtemmz’nj ﬁom the &ﬁerence& between
the Jz'mJafe Jaarm[z:ymatz'cafk-ernef in azjmx and the concrete ana{}/JiJ 0f concrete situations, as in
Lenin ﬁr instance. Jrue, the debates on modes offrotfuctz'on anz[rejufatz'on may ﬁnz[ an zga(]a/z'cution
in the negotiation "aﬁer{'}/otv " om jfoﬁaf warming. The point is that the very vision Of"W/Idﬂt is
J9r0jreJJive? What should we agree uJaon?" is still contested, and on a contested terrain that too
ﬁeguent{}/ 0ffo&e§ﬁjzrmz’st& and ecv/(yjiwts. fpcam]ofes.‘ skould we impose the }:0//uter—]oay i

8 With a Jot of individual eacce]aticns/ Hs a communist worker told me, I voted CPus usual, but my son voted for you and” Jam proud
oﬁt, because you lad the correct antz’»ﬁ.rcz'.rtfc&z’tz’wn. " (ylfe furtz]aean election occurred in the Jast Jay& wf‘t/tde w‘arA)

9 %n:[in]oartz’cu/ar to my writings. Dee my web, unfortunate{ymo&t{}/ in Eenc/t‘, on these topics («—G/lvrcnz'zlueef etdéhats, " l&/ﬂtiﬁn& et
politigues sociales "), Or one ckapter in, Towards a New Economic Order: Postfordism, Ecology, Democracy (London and Heow gprk‘i
@xﬁrt[ Wm'veresit'}/ ﬁe&&, ﬁfity, lyy,z)A

10 W;Trencf textsaid “on s'en moyue.’” Jadmit ‘it isnot the Jwint./» would kave been a better translation than it is ajok‘e./"

11 Jee my ufreac'[y Yuotef contribution to @fﬁﬁ and’ 'fnc/cn'nj theGlobal Gommons: Globaf Envirenmental negotiations in a
%rt/f«?out/fﬁonf/ictua/ %pfrmn/f, ” ‘g%}’ Dhaskar and Fndrew Gfyn, eds., The North, the South, and the Environment (London:
fart/ﬁvcan,Iyy5).
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frinc{]ofe to wage- earners ! @pa C/ﬁi&tiancooferatz've a la {ove[ invents ajenetz'ca//y mv([zﬁezf
germs cfou[finj the JaroJuctivity ofcorn, should it be allowed te be put into circulation T What do we
think cf%ﬂz’f @arwaf’s Jarcject of tradable emission Jaermz’t&? and so on.

ﬁut C7‘1/‘ru{}/ agree with &ulj/ on the rickness of the tools within the mxistﬁeritaje. Let us note
the eacamffe of value tﬁeory. %finj Jeriou&{}/Capital, Poolume 1, tﬁlygter 1, and Theories
onSurp]us Value (/aJt cﬁvaftenf on the traanormation between “tnnerrefations”’ and ”ex,terna/
connectz’onef’), J/fave shown that the so-called ”tran.sformation Jaro[fem :yoeaf far beyond the
conservation of eguatz’ono‘ in the 19708 y‘z:ﬂslfima controversies @ew,tfey Fo/c[/)u %fact, prices
express a comJaounzf of.socz'af relations while vafueexJareJJeJ on{}/ the social division offaﬁor within
the market re/ation&.ﬂainj CF@kaj}/ ‘s second L‘Feory of tranéf‘ormative grammar (afi‘er all, as :7‘2;727&
puts it, “value is the language of commodities ) Jadomitted that these social relations could ke
expressed zﬁrect{}/ in tFeJthem of prices with a Jeco:nz[ar}/ efj‘éct upon the system of values,

andfience on Jocz’af{}/ necessary Jabor. cﬁgnt trano:form.s the Jystem of(]orz'ce.s, and rentexpresses
notﬁinj else than a juridical réyﬁt on or to environment (just asdo ecotaxes and Yuotaef). W;w,

suppose there is an island with on{}/ oneajricufturaf actz’vity and three classes (worEerJ, caJoz’tafz’JtJ
and fant[—oWnerJ). Tie Voelume jf%guation& willkiold. Dut the system of values will no more be
given its tracﬁ'tz’ona{]orz’ority. &nt& 67r their Jater trano:formez[ expression into fanc[(]orice,yuota&, etc.)

will express an inner refation this is Jaer/ﬁgoo‘ more important than Jabor's frofuctivity:
tﬁetﬁfference& in the c/farje capacities of the various ecosystem of theisland. “‘Cg]az'taf” s no more
(’tﬁ‘ejeneraf" — as in JZ;rxth tradition — than the Jtrujjfe ﬁr the access to the rick ecosystems.
There, arejionaf ﬁef([ of %ﬂci&m G:rice tFeory) provides a tool which permits oneto imagine a

jenerafz'.,zet[ t/zveor:}/ of fistorical materialism, encomfawainjﬂz‘;r.xism and ecofojz'caf economics.
z‘%f Zgullj/ Jaut& it correct{}/, c7{747‘6}”@1‘ nOWaJa]Jto «oferate at a reafms below those of thelevelS of
abstraction at which both szjzrx and O Connor work in theirtheoretical texts.

p ”
Jarovi&z’onaf refuje, where fﬁnrf elements to juz’cfe my radical democratism, as a more and more
Jorofeaaiona[(po[itician, that is a man c[cz'nj the go- between ﬁoma‘cciaf movements to institutions.

That s my

ﬁutfortunatefy new generations are ari&inj.TranE Hckerman immecfz’ate{}/ Jumps ﬁom this idea
of an ”enfu/rjet[t/tdeor'}/ ofvafue " to the cfaf/enje ofa Zcz‘eneraf y’/feorr}/ ofﬁfitz’ca[ fcofoiy. ?lfurrar}//

12 dee my fock, The EnchantedWorld (London: Porse, 1}65).
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